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was resolved to introduce a special prayer into the service "for
the persecuted faithful and the martyrs"; and on January 25 of
each year to celebrate mass in commemoration of "all those who
perished during that fateful year"; to have religious processions
visit their graves; to send special messages from the Patriarch to
"those suffering for the sacred cause," and the blessing of the
Holy Council for all the "upholders of the Faith." Moreover, on
April 19 "those who either disobeyed or opposed the church au-
thority and appealed to civil power" were condemned as apos-
tates, and threatened with interdiction, unfrocking, and excom-
munication.
The directions of the Council were carried out, and the new
parish unions intended for organizing resistance were formed
speedily. On April 13 the Petrograd Messenger openly called
for the establishment of parish cooperative stores, schools, and
even parish tribunals. According to church antagonists, "the
general opinion was that the Bolsheviks would break their neck
on the church." The measures taken by the Council actually
proved that its members had no conception of the hold which
the Bolsheviks would shortly have on the church.
Because of the sudden break of the Bolsheviks with tradition,
the leaders of the church counted on an upheaval of religiousness
in the masses, and to a certain extent these expectations were justi-
fied. The following is a testimony written by A. Vvedensky, an
opponent of the Patriarchal church:
Religiousness is increasing in the life of the church; the newly con-
verted masses flood the houses of the Lord, and sometimes there flares
up a genuine religious spirit. The anxiety for moral improvement and
the regeneration of the soul is evident. * . . The new church intellec-
tuals arc at work organizing church power . . . they penetrate into
the parish committees, which at present are the basic points for pro-
moting 'the Tikhonian policy. ... It appears as if the church were
completely absorbed in the fulfillment of its direct, purely religious
task. Many truly religious people might have (and I myself really had)
the illusion that by the powerful sway of events the church had been
forced to follow this only course. Undoubtedly alongside the deeply
hidden current of counter-revolution, in 1919 and 1920 there was
within the church the rustle of spring waters of genuine piety.